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COMPANY ANNOUNCEMENT 
10 NOVEMBER 2021 

AUSTAL USA EXPANDS WATERFRONT SHIP REPAIR CAPABILITIES 
 IN SAN DIEGO 

Austal Limited (Austal) (ASX: ASB) is pleased to announce that Austal USA has received 

approval from the San Diego Port of Commissioners to assume the lease of Marine Group Boat 

Works in the Port of San Diego, USA.  

Austal USA and Marine Group Boat Works are entering a 45-day exclusive period to close the 

agreement for Austal to take on the lease. Austal USA will use the 15-acre site to focus on ship 

repair for United States Navy, Military Sealift Command, and Coast Guard ships. The site, 

immediately adjacent to U.S. Naval Base San Diego, will include a newly-built dry dock designed 

specifically to handle small surface combatants and other small to medium size ships.    

Austal Limited Chief Executive Officer Paddy Gregg said the port’s approval of the lease 

highlights the successful, continued expansion of Austal USA’s service business in the United 

States and reaffirms the company’s support for the Navy, Military Sealift Command and Coast 

Guard. 

“Austal USA’s presence is growing across the United States and this latest expansion of facilities 

in San Diego enables our service business to deliver even greater through-life support for vessels 

operating on the West Coast,” Mr Gregg said. 

Austal USA President Rusty Murdaugh said the investment anchors the company’s commitment 

to servicing Navy, Military Sealift and Coast Guard ships in the INDO-PACOM region.  

“This facility expands our commitment to our customers to ensure they are receiving the Austal 

brand quality throughout the lifecycle of the ships we deliver.  

“As the industry leader for on-schedule and on-budget delivery to the United States Navy, Austal 

USA has made continuous improvement a cornerstone of our culture and operations,” Mr 

Murdaugh added. 

Austal USA will establish a full service ship repair capability providing maintenance and 

modernization for small surface combatants, autonomous vehicles, and other vessels. The site 
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will include a dry dock optimized to execute availabilities on littoral combat ships and other small 

surface combatants. Services include technical and material support, topside work, and dry 

docking availabilities. 

This ASX announcement has been approved and authorised for release by Paddy Gregg, Austal 

Limited’s Chief Executive Officer. 
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About Austal:  

 

Austal is Australia’s global shipbuilder and defence prime contractor designing, constructing and 

sustaining some of the world’s most advanced commercial and defence vessels. 

For more than 30 years Austal has contracted more than 340 vessels for over 121 commercial 

and defence operators in 59 countries, worldwide. 

Austal is Australia’s largest defence exporter and first ASX-listed shipbuilder. Austal has industry-

leading shipyards in Australia, the United States of America, Philippines and Vietnam with service 

centres worldwide, including the Middle East.  

Austal delivers iconic monohull, catamaran and trimaran commercial vessel platforms – including 

the world’s largest trimaran ferry and multiple defence programs such as the Littoral Combat Ship 

(LCS) and Expeditionary Fast Transport (EPF) for the United States Navy.  

Austal is the only foreign-owned prime contractor designing, constructing and sustaining ships 

for the US Navy. 

Austal has grown to become the world’s largest aluminium shipbuilder and is Australia’s largest 

defence exporter. 

 
Austal Limited ACN 009 250 266  
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