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COMPANY ANNOUNCEMENT 
1 JUNE 2021 

AUSTAL AUSTRALIA TO BID FOR NEW LITTORAL MANOEUVRE 
CAPABILITY FOR THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY 

Austal Limited (ASX:ASB) is pleased to announce that Austal Australia will submit a proposal to 

design, build and sustain the Australian Army’s next generation of littoral manoeuvre capability 

under the Department of Defence’s LAND 8710 (Phase 1) project. 

The project includes the development of a new Amphibious Vehicle (AV) to replace the Army’s 

Lighter Amphibious Resupply Cargo 5 tonne vehicle (LARC-V), and Independent Landing Craft 

(ILC) to replace the current Landing Craft Mechanised (LCM-8) vessels. 

Minister for Defence Industry, The Hon Melissa Price MP announced in February 2021 that the 

Australian Government will invest up to $800 million to acquire new fleets of Australian-built 

amphibious vehicles and landing craft that will be able to transport land forces with enhanced 

speed and protection. The new vehicles and vessels are proposed for introduction from 2026. 

Attending the Land Forces 2021 Defence Exhibition in Brisbane, Austal Limited Chief Executive 

Officer Paddy Gregg said Austal Australia is keen to develop a true capability partnership with 

the Australian Army, to design, construct and sustain new littoral manoeuvre capability in 

Australia. 

“Austal is Australia’s proven defence prime contractor that has designed, constructed and 

sustained multiple naval shipbuilding programs for Australia, and export markets around the 

world, for more than 20 years,” Mr Gregg said.  

“Drawing upon this local strength in defence capability, including Australia’s largest team of naval 

architects, Austal is confident of offering an exceptional new littoral manoeuvre capability for the 

Australian Army that may be relied upon throughout its working life.”   

“Our track record is proven. Working successfully with the Australian Border Force, the Royal 

Australian Navy and the Department of Defence since 1998, Austal has delivered 42 ships to the 

Australian Government, including the Bay, Armidale, Cape and Guardian-class Patrol Boats. 
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“Austal is currently partnering with more than 1,200 businesses across Australia to deliver 

projects like the 21 x steel-hulled Guardian-class Patrol Boats, which alone is achieving over 

68% Australian Industry Capability (AIC) content – and is on time and on budget.”  

Austal Australia has established vessel manufacturing and service facilities in Henderson, 

Western Australia, as well as shipyards in Cairns and Brisbane, Queensland, and a dedicated 

service centre in Darwin, Northern Territory that are ready to support defence operations. 

Austal’s In-Service Support team, based in Henderson, oversees the delivery of in-service 

support and sustainment to the Australian Border Force and Royal Australian Navy’s Cape-class 

Patrol Boat fleets, operating throughout Northern Australia. 

Directly employing almost 1,100 people in its Australian operations, Austal was Australia’s first 

ASX-listed shipbuilder and is the nation’s largest defence exporter, recently delivering 2 x 58 

metre Cape-class Patrol Boats to the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard. 

Austal Australia is exhibiting on the Defence West Stand (#4P5 in Hall 4) at Land Forces 
2021 Defence Exhibition, at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre from 1 – 3 
June 2021. 
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About Austal:  

 

Austal is Australia’s global shipbuilder and defence prime contractor designing, constructing and 

sustaining some of the world’s most advanced commercial and defence vessels. 

For more than 30 years Austal has contracted more than 300 vessels for over 100 commercial 

and defence operators in 54 countries, worldwide. 

Austal is Australia’s largest defence exporter and first ASX-listed shipbuilder. Austal has industry-

leading shipyards in Australia, the United States of America, Philippines and Vietnam with service 

centres worldwide, including the Middle East.  

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-jobs-tourism-science-and-innovation/defence-west
https://www.landforces.com.au/
https://www.landforces.com.au/
mailto:cameron.morse@fticonsulting.com
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Austal delivers iconic monohull, catamaran and trimaran commercial vessel platforms – including 

the world’s largest trimaran ferry and multiple defence programs such as the Littoral Combat Ship 

(LCS) and Expeditionary Fast Transport (EPF) for the United States Navy.  

Austal Limited ACN 009 250 266 

100 Clarence Beach Road 

Henderson, Western Australia 6166 
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